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Science and theCatholic Faith – 
Origins of the universe and Human Life
	Lesson topic:

	Teacher 
	
	Date
	

	Year
	
	No. of students
	

	Set/MA
	
	Support staff
	


	Learning objectives
	· To explore the feelings of awe and wonder in both the context of Catholicism and science.



	
	· To evaluate awe and wonder from the Catholic and scientific standpoint

· To discuss why we experience awe and wonder

· To create an exam style question and mark scheme to provide a balanced argument between Catholic and scientific beliefs about awe and wonder.



	RECD:
	Revelation: the Church’s teaching about faith (e.g. gift, virtue) and the place of reason in the search for God.

	Meeting the individual needs of the students (details of students with SEN/G&T etc…)
	

	Pre-supposed knowledge/ possible concepts/  misconceptions
	The students will have encountered the word ‘awesome’ in popular speech, usually in relation to something that is merely ‘good’.

	Resources:

	PowerPoint presentation, opinion sheets from both scientific and catholic sources, A3 sheet for source analysis.


	Sequence of learning activities
	T& L activities


	Differentiation: (planned stretching / simplifying activities
Reference to: SEN; G&T; underachievers; relevant dept target groups 
(name students here)
	Sign post for progress

(when is progress going to be assessed and how? What alternative activities are planned if students do not understand?)

	Starter


	Pupils will watch a video (hyperlinked to the picture on the first slide) showing the earth and then various scenes from the cosmos as the observer moves farther away.  
The pupils will then write a description of how the video made them feel.

(For this video I recommend that the lights are low in the room or indeed off)
	
	Pupils will read the descriptions of how they feel or if armed with white board pens, can each write a word associated with their description on main board.

	Development
(Break down the lesson into a variety of teaching activities that are both engaging and appropriate to the KS/level of the course.)
	The pupils will be given a series of resource sheets that have opinions of awe and wonder from both Catholic and scientific sources.

The pupils must distil the information on the resource sheets into a few sentences, which capture the essence of what the source is trying to convey.

The pupils must then write a brief response to each of the opinions expressed.
Choose a pupil to read, from the board, the abstract of a study into awe and its effects on the human psyche.
This will lead onto the next task.  On whiteboards or in books, the pupils must write some points or use a visual organiser such as a venn diagram or mind map, considering : Why would God give man a sense of awe and wonder about the world he lives in?
Are humans are the only creatures on earth to experience some sense of awe and wonder? If so, why
The task asks the pupils to bear in mind the benefit of the feeling to human survival as a species and our relationship with God.
Pupil watch a clip on the effects of awe and wonder on people and answer the following .
Describe the impact of the Awe inspiring clips on the subjects in the experiment? 

What are the implications for us in the real world?
Plenary Exercise

The pupils must write a description of a time when they experienced awe and wonder, using descriptive language and writing from a purely subjective point of view.

Reflection 

Pupils watch the awesome northern lights clip. 

Invite a pupil to read the reflection from the hymn ‘how great thou art’  
	Some pupils might require a discussion to unpack the findings of the study before written task is completed,
To assist learners, place an example of when you experienced the feeling, modelling some descriptive writing.
	The pupils can work in pairs or in groups for this task.  It may also be possible to have a discussion between the pupils.
Key questions: Why would God give man a sense of awe and wonder about the world he lives in?

Are humans are the only creatures on earth to experience some sense of awe and wonder? If so, why?
Discuss the findings of the study .


	Assessment opportunities and homework

	Pupils must find an image of their choice, of something on earth or in space.
With the image the pupils must write a short piece of creative writing.

The title of the homework is, ‘Why does this exist’?

The objective of the homework is to get the pupils thinking philosophically about the existence of awe and wondering inspiring objects in creation.

Elements of scientific and/or Catholic viewpoints can be used.


	Opportunities for SMSC

	


