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c o n t e n t s
INCLUDED  IN  THESE  PAGES  ARE  SOME

SIMPLE  IDEAS  FOR  USE  WITH  PUPILS .

SCHOOLS  NEED  ONLY  CHOOSE  ONE  OR

TWO  TO  DO  MEANINGFULLY .
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USED WITH PERMISSION

 Artwork  by  El izabeth  Wang .  To  v iew  and  download  images  by  El i zabeth  Wang  about

Mary  (and  the  Chr i s t ian  f a i th  in  genera l )  please  v i s i t  the  Radiant  L ight  webs i te  and  use

the  search  button  to  search  by  top ic :  https : / / rad iant l ight .org .uk /

https://radiantlight.org.uk/
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a i m s  a n d  o v e r v i ew

 Welcome and thank you  fo r  re spond ing  to  the  i nv i ta t ion  and  read ing

th i s  document .  The  a im  of  these  mater ia l s  i s  to   share   the  meaning  of  the

Re -ded icat ion  of  Eng land  as  the  Dowry  of  Mary  and  the  message  of  Our

Lady  of  Wals ingham .

 

We  know  that  schoo l s  are  ext remely  busy  so  you  are  not  expected  to  do

ext ra  work ;  on  the  cont ra ry ,  i t  i s  hoped  that  these  suppor t  mater ia l s  wi l l

s imply  enhance  your  Lenten  exper ience  as  wel l  as  The  Year  of  the  Word

and  praye r  l i f e  i n  genera l .  The  work  has  a l ready  been  done  fo r  a l l  you .  You

may  use  as  much  or  as  l i t t l e  of  the  mater ia l s  as  you  would  l i ke .

 

The  Re -ded icat ion  wi l l  take  place  i n  par i shes  on  29th  March .  The  main

purpose  of  th i s  i s  to  fo l low  Mary ' s  openness  to  God ' s  ca l l  and  to  say  a

fa i th - f i l l ed  'yes ' .  I t  i s  a  t ime  when  we  can  pray  together  fo r  our  nat ion  and

make  a  rea l  di f fe rence .

 

You  are   i nv i ted  to  do  someth ing  to  mark  th i s  momentous  occas ion  on

30th  March  or  th i s  Lent  (or  even  th i s  yea r )  however  s imple  i t  may  be .  I t  i s

hoped  that  i t  wi l l  be  meaning fu l  and  l a s t ing  with  your  pupi l s  so  that  they

may  grow  i n  re la t ionsh ip  with  Chr i s t  and  h i s  Blessed  Mother  fo r ,  as  St

Pope  John  Pau l  I I  sa id : 'Mary  i s  the  su re  path  to  our  meet ing  with  Chr i s t ' .

May God b less  you  on  your  journey .
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a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  c a r d i n a l
 

PASTORAL  LETTER  FOR  THE  SIXTH  SUNDAY  IN

ORDINARY  T IME ,   16TH  FEBRUARY  2020  (PART  1 )
 
The  prayer  o f  our  Mass  today  expresses  the  des i re  of  our  f a i th :  that

God ’ s  grace  wi l l  create  i n  us  ‘hear t s  that  are  t rue  and  j u s t ’  which  can

be  ‘a  dwel l ing  pleas ing  to  you . ’  We  pray  that  our  way  of  l i f e  wi l l  be

marked  by  an  unaf fec ted  t ru th fu lness  and  a  l a s t ing  sense  of  j u s t i ce .

We  pray ,  too ,  that  we  may  be  comfor ted ,  i n  a l l  c i rcumstances ,  by  an

endur ing  sense  of  God ’ s  presence .  Soon  we  wi l l  be  ente r ing  the  season

of  Lent ,  a  t ime  when  we  seek  sp i r i tua l  renewa l  i n  our  l i ves .  

 

Step  by  s tep  we  wi l l  l ook  i n to  ourse l ves  and  pinpo int  the  ways  i n

wh ich  we  are  ne i ther  t ru th fu l  nor  j u s t ,  and  the  ways  i n  which  we  c lose

our  hear t s  to  the  prompt ings  of  God .

 

Today ’ s  Gospe l  a l ready  po int s  to  some  aspects  of  that  se l f -

examinat ion :  no  place  fo r  anger , fo r  se l f - i ndu lgence  and  bet raya l ,

espec ia l l y  with in  sexua l  i n t imacy  and  the  commitments  we  have  g iven .

Rather ,  we  seek  wisdom  and  f ind  happ iness  i n  fo l lowing  God ’ s  l aw .

Th i s  i s  our  pro jec t .

 

A  f ew  days  ago ,  I  was  pr i v i l eged  to  meet  Pope  Franc i s .  At  my  reques t ,

he  blessed  a  new  i con  ded icated  to  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham .  He  did  so

because  he  knows  that  dur ing  th i s  Lent ,  on  29th  March ,  a l l  are  i nv i ted

to  make  a  persona l  Act  of  Dedicat ion  of  our  count ry  to  Our  Blessed

Lady .  In  do ing  so  we  repeat  the  ded icat ion  made  i n  1 38 1  by  Richard  I I

o f  Eng land  who  promised  th i s  l and  and  i t s  peop le  as  the  Dowry  of

Mary .

 

There  i s  much  fo r  us  to  l ea rn  about  be ing  the  Dowry  of  Mary  and  the

love  which  i s  expressed  i n  that  t i t l e .  I t  i s  r i ch  i n  h i s to ry  even  i f  not

contempora ry  i n  l anguage .  I  hope  we  can  use  these  coming  weeks  to

deepen  our  knowledge  of  th i s  anc ient  and  l ove l y  devot ion .

 

Th i s  f i t s  wel l  i n to  our  Lenten  j ou rney .   Mary  wi l l  a lways  l ead  us  to  her

Son .  She  wi l l  take  us  to  h im  so  that  he  can  show  us  h i s  l ove  and

mercy .There  are  two  spec ia l  occas ions  dur ing  which  we  can  i nv i te  Mary

to  l ead  our  Lenten  j ou rney .
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a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  c a r d i n a l
 

PASTORAL  LETTER  FOR  THE  SIXTH  SUNDAY  IN

ORDINARY  T IME ,   16TH  FEBRUARY  2020  (PART  2 )
 
The  f i r s t  i s  the  th ree -day  per iod  f rom  19 th   to  22nd  March  when  the

Sta tue  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  wi l l  come  to  Westmins te r

Cathedra l .  There  wi l l  be  th ree  days  of  devot ion  and  renewa l .  Please

do  come  i f  you  can .

 

The  second  occas ion  i s  the  th ree  days  f rom  26th   to  28th  March ,

l ead ing  up  to  the  Nat iona l  Day  of  Re -ded icat ion  on  29th  March .  I

hope  that  a l l  of  us  can  observe  these  days  of  praye r ,  ask ing  Mary  to

embrace  th i s  count ry  of  ours ,  to  i n s t i l  i n  us  a  t ru th fu lness  and  a  l ove

o f  j u s t i ce ,  so  that  we  may  exper ience ,  as  she  herse l f  did ,  the  j oy  of

the  Lord ’ s  presence .

 

We  a l l  know  wel l  the  t i t l e  of  Mary  as  our  ‘ so r rowfu l  Mother ’ .  We  tu rn

to  her  i n  our  so r rows .    Yet  the re  i s  another  t r ibute  to  her ,  even  more

deep ly  rooted  i n  our  t rad i t ion .    I t  i s  that  of  the  Joys  of  Mary .  These

Joys ,  of ten  numbered  as  seven ,  i nc lude  the  coming  of  the  Ange l

Gabr ie l  to  Mary  at  the  Annunc ia t ion  and  the  wondrous  bi r th  of  her

Son ,  our  Blessed  Sav iour  and  her  

g lo r ious  ent ry  i n to  the  happ iness  

of  heaven .  We  share  i n  them  fo r  

they  are  the  great  j oy  of  our  f a i th .  

 

Indeed ,  we  are  ca l led  to  be  hera lds  

of  th i s  j oy  i n  a  wor ld  of ten  i n  need  

of  j oy fu lness .    May  Mary  he lp  us  to  

know  and  share  her  j oy  as  we  l i ve  

and  proc la im  our  f a i th .  May  God  

bless  us  and  gu ide  us  th roughout  

th i s  coming  Lent .

 

Yours  devoted ly ,  

Card ina l  V incent  N icho ls  

 

(Archb i shop  of  Westmins te r )

 

 

 

 



March 2020 is a historic month for the Catholic Church

in England as there will be a Re-dedication of England

as the ‘Dowry of Mary’. The first dedication was made by

Richard II in Westminster Abbey in 1381 as he sought

protection in the face of great political turmoil. At this

point, England received the title of Mary’s dowry

meaning that England was ‘set aside’ as a gift, a dowry,

for Our Lady under her protection and guidance.

 

The Re-dedication, which has been encouraged by the

Cardinal in his pastoral letter to all parishes, will take

place throughout the country on 29th March 2020. As

Richard II once gave England as a gift to Our Lady for

her guidance, so do we too seek Mary’s protection and

prayers, giving ourselves through this act of dedication.

Schools can respond to the invitation to engage in this

Re-dedication in a number of ways, even if it is in a very

simple but

meaningful way so that as many people as possible will

take part throughout the country.

 

History shows us that when we (God’s people) pray a

surrender to God’s will for their lives, society is

transformed. By taking up this wonderful opportunity of

dedication, our pupils can be part of the renewal of the

nation. This will bring all of us closer to the will of God

through Mary.  This season of Lent and the Feast of the
Annunciation (which is celebrated on 25th March) are

ideal times to share the message and pray with our

school and parish community.

 

r e -d e d i c a t i o n
A  T IME  OF  PERSONAL  PROMISE  TO  SAY  'YES '

L IKE  MARY  AND  A  T IME  OF  COMMUNAL

PRAYER  FOR  OUR  NATION
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Q  a n d  A  f o r  s c h o o l s
 

 

 
 

What  i s  the  Re-dedicat ion  and how is  i t  re levant  to
pr imary  and  secondary  schools?
 

The  Re -ded icat ion  i s  both  a  persona l  promise  of  the  peop le  of  our

count ry ,  and  a  renewa l  of  the  ent rus tment  vows  made  by  King  Richard  I I

in  1 38 1  when  he  promised  th i s  l and  and  the  peop le  as  the  dowry  of  Mary .

On  th i s  day  we  accept  God ’ s  g i f t  of  His  Mother ,  the  cause  of  our  j oy ,  as

she  l eads  us  to  Chr i s t  th rough  her  example  as  the  F i r s t  Disc ip le  and  she

inv i ted  us  to  “Do  whateve r  he  te l l s  you . ”  (John  2 :5 ) .  The  Re -ded icat ion  wi l l

take  place  i n  a l l  par i shes  i n  Eng land  on  29th  March .  Al l  schoo l s

th roughout  the  count ry  are  i nv i ted  to  pray  and  re in fo rce  th i s  message  i n

some  way  ( idea l l y  on  30th  March )  and  pray  with  pupi l s .

 

What  i s  the  ‘Dowry  of  Mary ’  and  how does  th is  l ink
to  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham?
 

Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  i s  Eng land ’ s  Protect res s .  In  the  o lden  days ,  one

of  the  great  t i t l e s  of  Eng land  was  the  ‘Dowry  of  Mary ’  and  Eng land  i s  the

on ly  count ry  i n  the  wor ld  to  have  th i s  pr i v i l eged  t i t l e .  Eng land  t ru l y

be longs  to  Our  Blessed  Lady  and  the  miss ion  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham

is  to  br ing  the  peop le  of  Eng land  back  to  Chr i s t .The  s to ry  of  Wals ingham

began  i n  1061  AD  dur ing  the  re ign  of  St  Edward  the  Confesso r ,  King  of

Eng land…  (Th i s  s to ry  i s  i nc luded  i n  more  deta i l  l a te r  i n  the  document  and

i s  ch i ld - f r i end ly ) . In  shor t ,  Wals ingham  i s  Eng land ’ s  Nazare th  because  Our

Lady  asked  Riche ld i s  (a  pious  widow )  to  bu i ld  a  Holy  House  i n  honour  of

the  f i r s t  of  her  JOYS  –  the  Annunc ia t ion  –  that  she  would  become  the

mother  of  God ’ s  Son .  As  Mary  sa id  YES  to  God ,  so  we  are  ca l led  to  do  the

wi l l  of  God  i n  our  l i ves .  We  pray  with  Mary…  ‘Let  i t  be  done  unto  me

accord ing  to  thy  word . ’

 

 
 

 



Q  a n d  A  f o r  s c h o o l s
 

 

 
What  i s  the  Dowry  P i lgr image and how does  th is
invo lve  schools?
 

There  are  Mar ian  sh r ines  a l l  over  the  count ry  (and  the  wor ld )  but  the

one  i n  Wals ingham  i s  the  most  popu la r  and  impor tant  sh r ine  i n

Eng land .  Th i s  sh r ine  ( the  ‘Holy  House ’ )  has  toured  every  Catho l i c

Cathedra l  i n  Eng land  fo r  the  pas t  two  year s  and  wi l l  be  v i s i t ing

Westmins te r  Cathedra l  fo r  a  T r iduum  of  praye r  f rom  19 th -22nd  March  to

end  the  tour .  Al l  diocesan  schoo l s  are  i nv i ted  to  at tend  the  Cathedra l

on  the  a f te rnoon  of  Fr iday  20th  March  between  12 :30pm  and  3 -4pm .  Th i s

w i l l  i nc lude  Mass ,  a  br ie f  ta lk  fo r  pupi l s ,  a  v i s i t  to  the  Holy  House ,  some

persona l  praye r  and  a  qu iz .  Pupi l s  wi l l  a l so  get  to  see  Westmins te r

Cathedra l ’ s  own  sh r ine  to  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  i n  the  Chape l  of  St

George  and  the  Eng l i sh  Marty r s .  Schoo l s  are  

welcome  to  v i s i t  fo r  a l l  of  the  a f te rnoon  or  

par t  of  i t .

 

What  i s  happening  nat iona l ly  
for  the  Re-dedicat ion?
As  wel l  as  the  Dowry  Pi lg r image ,  the re  are  

a  number  of  events  tak ing  place  to  prepare  

fo r  the  Re -ded icat ion .  Pupi l s  may  wish  to  use  

the  sheet  at  the  back  of  the  Suppor t  

Document  to  he lp  them  to  get  ready  

sp i r i tua l l y  fo r  the  event .  They  cou ld  even  

complete  th i s  at  home .  Spec ia l  dates  are  

i nc luded  i n  the  accompany ing  PowerPo int .  In  c las ses ,  teachers  cou ld

d i scuss  these  events  with  pupi l s  who  may  even  ment ion  them  i n  the

Acts  of  Worsh ips  they  prepare .  Those  i nvo l ved  with  Pupi l  Chap la incy  i n

the  schoo l  may  be  ab le  to  he lp  with  se t t ing  up  fo r  praye r  or  l i tu rgy  on

the  Feas t  of  the  Annunc ia t ion ;  they  may  a l so  have  ideas  and  i n i t i a t i ves

they  wish  to  share  with  the  schoo l  on  30th  March .  Please  note  that  i f

th i s  i s  not  a  su i tab le  t ime  fo r  your  schoo l  to  take  par t  i n  a  meaning fu l  

Re -ded icat ion ,  th i s  may  be  done  at  another  t ime  i n s tead .
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USED WITH PERMISSION

Al l  pupi l s '  artwork  by  pupi l s  f rom  Our  Lady  of  Dolours  Pr imary  School  in

Westminster .



09

Q  a n d  A  f o r  s c h o o l s
 
 

 

What  exact ly  i s  expected  of  schools?
 

Al l  schoo l s  are  i nv i ted  to  take  par t  i n  praye r  on  30th  March  to  mark  the

Re -ded icat ion .  They  are  a l so  welcome  to  pray  i n  prepara t ion  fo r  th i s

day  and  to  l ea rn  about  more  about  Our  Lady  and  th i s  h i s to r i c  event .

There  are  two  main  ways  i n  which  be l ieve r s  can  be  i nvo l ved :

 

1 .         Say ing  the  Angelus  (a  persona l  promise)
2 .       Say ing  the  Act  o f  Entrustment  (a  communal  prayer )
 

However ,  the  praye r  must  be  done  i n  an  age -appropr ia te  and

mean ing fu l  way  fo r  pupi l s .  For  th i s  reason ,  va r ious  pract i ca l  ideas  have

been  of fe red  to  suppor t  with  th i s  and  can  be  found  l a te r  i n  the

document .  For  example ,  younger  pupi l s  may  say  par t  of  the  Hai l  Mary

ins tead  of  the  whole  Ange lus  whi l s t  the  o lder  pupi l s  cou ld  organ i se  a

l i tu rgy  fo r  the  Act  of  Ent rus tment .  I f  pupi l s  are  to  be  i n t roduced  to  the

Ange lus ,  they  need  to  know  what  i t  means  and  i t s  s ign i f i cance .  Var ious

l inks  to  use fu l  mater ia l s  are  i nc luded  i n  th i s  document  whi l s t  the

Ange lus  ( the  or ig ina l  as  wel l  as  a  ch i ld - f r i end ly  ve r s ion )  are  i nc luded  i n

the  PowerPo int  a long  with  somebackground  i n fo rmat ion .

 

Schools  are  a l ready  very  busy  so  how can  we f i t
th is  in  wi th  everyth ing  e lse  that  i s  go ing  on?
 

The  work  that  i s  done  i n  our  schoo l s  i s  t ru l y  va lued  and  we  thank  a l l

those  i nvo l ved  i n  deve lop ing  the  f a i th - l i f e  of  our  pupi l s .  I t  i s

apprec ia ted  that  schoo l s  are  ext remely  busy  and  have  l i t t l e  t ime  to

f i tany th ing  e l se  i n  the i r  a l ready - f i l l ed  t imetab les .  For  th i s  reason ,  a l l  of

these  mater ia l s  have  been  created  to  min imise  work  fo r  schoo l s  and

max imise  the  impact .  The  PowerPo int  and  Ange lus  can  be  de l i ve red

dur ing  whole  schoo l  assembl ies  and  pupi l - l ed  Acts  of  Worsh ip  which

are  a l ready  t imetab led .  No  ext ra  t ime  i s  requ i red .  In  f ac t ,  most  of  the

work  has  a l ready  been  done  so  that  th i s  shou ld  hopefu l l y  save  teachers

t ime .  The  ideas  and  resources  i nc luded  shou ld  he lp  to  deve lop  sk i l l s

and  re l ig ious  vocabu la ry  as  wel l  as  make  l ea rn ing  about  the  Red -

ded icat ion  and  praye r  t ime  en joyab le  and  memorab le .  The  home -

schoo l  l i nks  can  save  teachers  t ime  plann ing  and  mark ing  homework

and  i nvo l ve  parents  i n  the  process .
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Q  a n d  A  f o r  s c h o o l s
 

 

 

What  are  the  spec ia l  dates/events?
 
•  21st  Feb :  Sta r t  of  33  days  of  persona l  consecra t ion  to  Jesus  th rough

Mary

•  18th  March :  Sta tue  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  wi l l  go  to  Par l i ament

fo r  Mass  and  the  Rosary .  We  pray  fo r  wisdom  fo r  l aw -makers  i n  the  UK

at  th i s  t ime

•  19th-22nd :  Sta tue  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  i s  i n  Westmins te r

Cathedra l  fo r  the  Dowry  Pi lg r image .  Schoo l s  are  i nv i ted  to  at tend  on

the  a f te rnoon  of  20th  March .

•  25th  March :  Feas t  of  the  Annunc ia t ion

•  26th-28th  March :  T r iduum  (3  days )  of  praye r  focused  on  Euchar i s t i c

devot ion

•  29th  March :  Reded icat ion  of  Eng land  as  Mary ’ s  dowry  (par i shes )

•  30th  March :  Re -ded icat ion  of  Eng land  as  Mary ’ s  dowry  ( schoo l s )

 

What  support  i s  ava i lab le?
 

A  PowerPo int  with  assembl ies  and  worsh ip  have  been  created  fo r  both

pr imary  and  secondary  schoo l s ;  i t  i s  hoped  that  schoo l s  wi l l  share

these  i n  a  re levant  and  engag ing  way  with  pupi l s .  Th i s  Dowry  Suppor t

Document  of fe r s  i n fo rmat ion ,  ideas  and  l i nks  that  can  suppor t  both

s ta f f  and  pupi l s  at  th i s  t ime ,  where  appropr ia te .  Al though  i t  has  been

des igned  fo r  the  Re -ded icat ion ,  the re  are  a  number  of  mater ia l s  that

can  be  used  genera l l y  th roughout  the  year  to  enhance  the  Catho l i c

L i fe  and  praye r .  Diocesan  Adv i se r s  are  ava i l ab le  to  di scuss  th i s  at

deanery  meet ings  and  on  schoo l  v i s i t s  and  are  a lways  happy  to  he lp

wi th  any  quer ies .  Par i sh  c le rgy  or  chap la ins  may  a l so  be  ab le  to

suppor t  with  th i s  t ime  of  praye r  and  a  number  of  them  may  even  be

host ing  an  event  i n  the i r  l oca l  church .  For  those  who  would  l i ke

gu idance  fo r  persona l  praye r  and  re f l ec t ion  dur ing  the  t ime  of

prepara t ion ,  th i s  FREE  book le t  i s  ava i l ab le :  ’33  Days  to  Morn ing  Glory :

A  Do - I t -Yourse l f  Ret reat  i n  Prepara t ion  fo r  the  Mar ian  Consecra t ion ’

by  Michae l  E .  Ga i t ley .  We  share  Card ina l  Nicho l s ’  ‘hope  that  a l l  o f  us
can observe  these  days  o f  prayer ,  ask ing  Mary  to  embrace  th is
country  o f  ours ,  to  inst i l  in  us  a  t ruthfu lness  and a  love  of  just ice ,
so  that  we may exper ience ,  as  she  herse l f  d id ,  the  joy  o f  the
Lord ’s  presence . ’
 

 

 



Say  the  Ange lus  (or  Hai l  Mary  with  younger

pup i l s )  together  as  a  c las s ,  schoo l  or  communi ty .

Learn  some  par t s  of  th i s  praye r  and  the

responses  by  hear t .  Say  i t  with  your  f ami l y .           

Create  a  PowerPo int  on  the  Ange lus /Hai l  Mary

that  can  be  used  by  groups  i n  the  schoo l .  Add

appropr ia te  images  or  symbol s .              

Create  a  g lossa ry  of  the  words  used  i n  the

Ange lus /Hai l  Mary  to  he lp  younger  pupi l s .              

Research  di f fe rent  images  of  the  Annunc ia t ion

and  then  des ign  an  image  poste r  us ing  your

favour i te  words  f rom  th i s  praye r .              

Compose  a  song /hymn  based  on  the  words  of

th i s  song .  An  example  i s  g iven  on  p20 .

Ref lec t  on  the  image  by  Jean -Franco i s  Mi l le t

wh ich  dep ic t s  two  peasants  pray ing  the  Ange lus

praye r  i n  the  even ing .  Des ign  your  own  image

and /or  exp la in  the  impor tance  of  th i s  praye r .          

Create  an  Ange lus  praye r  card  that  can  be  used

dur ing  Lent  or  fo r  the  Re -ded icat ion ,  the  month

of  May  etc .              

Create  a  poste r  or  co l l age  on  (par t s  of )  the

Ange lus  and  say  i t  with  (a  member  of )  your

fami l y .  Look  at  work  by  E l i zabeth  Wang  fo r

insp i ra t ion .

.Research  other  Mar ian  praye r s  i nc lud ing  the

Reg ina  Cae l i  and  then  say  your  f avour i te  one .

       

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

10 .

1 1

t h e  a n g e l u s  (1 )
10  ENGAGING  WAYS  TO  INTRODUCE  THE

ANGELUS  TO  PUPILS

W e  c a n  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o
d e d i c a t e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  g o d   b y  s a y i n g  t h e
A n g e l u s .  I n  d o i n g  s o ,  w e  f o l l o w  M a r y ’ s
o p e n n e s s  t o  G o d ’ s  c a l l .  T h r o u g h  o u r  f a i t h -
f i l l e d  ‘ y e s ’ ,  G o d  w i l l  i n d e e d  w o r k  w o n d e r s . . .
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t h e  a n g e l u s  (2)
DEVELOPING  RE  SKILLS  USING  THE

ANGELUS  AS  A   STIMULUS

I  wonder . . .  what  th i s  par t  of  the  praye r  means

I  wonder . . .  why  the  church  has  chosen  to  say

th i s  praye r  every  day  around  the  wor ld             

I  wonder . . .  which  par t  of  the  praye r  you  l i ke  best

I  wonder . . .  which  par t  of  the  praye r  your  par tner

pre fe r s       

I  wonder . . .  which  par t  of  the  praye r  i s  the  most

I  wonder . . .  why  i t  i s  sa id  at  noon  and  6pm  and  i f

i t  can  be  sa id  at  other  t imes  i n s tead

I  wonder…  why  i t  i s  not  sa id  on  Good  Fr iday  and   

I  wonder…  why  the  Reg ina  Cae l i  i s  sa id  dur ing

I  wonder…  why  be l l s  can  be  rung  dur ing  the

praye r

The  Ange lus  i s  an  o ld  praye r  and  has  no

Which  image  do  you  th ink  bes t  su i t s  the

Ange lus ?  Why ?    

Images  or  s ta tues  of  Mary  can  di s t rac t  us  f rom

worsh ipp ing  God .  Do  you  agree  or  di sagree ?

Exp la in .

What  do  you  th ink  i s  the  most  impor tant  Mar ian

The  Ange lus  i s  su i tab le  fo r  Advent  but  not  Lent .

Discuss .       

Praye r s  l i ke  the  Ange lus  must  be  l ea rnt  by

    

 Engagement /Response  
 

   impor tant     

   Holy  Saturday       

   Eas te r  i n s tead  

 

 

 Eva luat ion  
 

   re levance  today .  Do  you  agree  or  di sagree ?         

   Exp la in .

   f eas t /praye r / sh r ine ?  Exp la in  g iv ing  reasons .

   hear t .  Do  you  agree  or  di sagree ?
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t h e  a n n u n c i a t i o n
 

THE  ANNUNCIATION :  A  CHILD  WILL  BE  BORN

Adapted  f rom  Luke  1 :26 -38  

 

In  the  c i t y  of  Nazare th ,  i n  Gal i l ee ,

the re  l i ved  a  young  woman  named

Mary .  Mary  was  soon  to  marry  a

carpente r  named  Joseph .

 

One  day  Gabr ie l ,  an  ange l  v i s i ted

Mary  and  sa id :  'Greet ings ,  most

favoured  one ,  and  do  not  be  a f ra id .

God  has  chosen  you  among  a l l

women .  Very  soon  you  wi l l  have  a

baby ,  you  must  ca l l  h im  Jesus . '  Th i s

wou ld  be  a  ve ry  spec ia l  baby .  He

would  be  great  and  h i s  k ingdom

would  l a s t  fo reve r  and  ever .  He  to ld

her  that  her  ch i ld  would  be  ca l led

the  Son  of  God .

 

Mary  bowed  befo re  the  ange l

Gabr ie l  and  to ld  h im  that  she

would  be  obed ient  to  God  and  that

she  wanted  to  do  as  God  wished .

When  she  got  up  the  ange l  had

gone .  

 

 

  
With  thanks  to  the  l a te  Stephen  Nemethy ,  whose  ar t  i s  f eatured  and  to  She i la  Walsh  who  has  k ind ly  made

ava i lab le  his  co l lec t ion  of  unique  i l lus t ra t ions .  Used  with  permiss ion  by  the  Catho l ic  Nat iona l  Shr ine  of  Our  Lady .

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For  other  Annunc ia t ion  ar twork  t r y :

 

 

Mother  Mary  by  Andrew  White

The  Annunc ia t ion  by  Anton ia  Rol l s

Annunc ia t ion  by  Henry  Tanner

Annunc ia t ion  by  Fra  Ange l i co

Annunc ia t ion  by  Wi l l i am  Brassey  Hole

Annunc ia t ion  Art  by  Pat r i c ia  Br in t le

The  Annunc ia t ion  by  Maur ice  Deni s

 
 



 
Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  i s  Eng land ’ s  

Protect res s .  In  the  o lden  days ,  one  of  the  

great  t i t l e s  of  Eng land  was  the  ‘Dowry  of  

Mary ’ .  In  1 38 1  King  Richard  I I  i n  

Westmins te r  Abbey  gave  Eng land  as  a  g i f t  

to  Mary  that  she  may  protect  our  count ry .  

Eng land  t ru l y  be longs  to  Our  Blessed  

Lady  and  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham ’ s  

miss ion  i s  to  br ing  the  peop les  of  Eng land  

back  to  Chr i s t .  The  s to ry  of  Wals ingham  

comes  f rom  the  great  l ove  fo r  Our  Lady  

of  the  peop le  of  Eng land .

 

The  s to ry  of  Wals ingham  began  i n  AD  1061  dur ing  the  re ign  of  St  Edward

the  Confesso r…  King  of  Eng land .

 

As  the  s to ry  goes ,  the re  l i ved  i n  the  v i l l age  of  L i t t l e  Wals ingham  a  pious

widow  known  as  Riche ld i s  de  Faverches .  She  had  one  son  ca l led  Geof f rey

and  both  of  them  gave  the i r  l i ves  do ing  good  works  fo r  the  greate r  g lo ry

o f  God .  One  even ing  the  l ady  Riche ld i s  was  pray ing  and  asked  Our  Lady

what  she  might  do  to  please  her .  Sudden ly  the  Holy  Mother  appeared  i n

a  v i s ion  to  her  and  took  her  i n  sp i r i t  to  Nazare th  i n  the  Holy  Land  and

showed  her  the  Holy  House  where  the  archange l  Gabr ie l  appeared  to  her

to  te l l  her  that  she  would  be  the  Mother  of  God ’ s  Son .

 

Our  Lady  then  i n s t ruc ted  Riche ld i s  to  take  down  the  exact

measurements  of  the  Holy  House  and  then  to  bu i ld  an  exact  rep l i ca  made

of  wood  at  one  of  two  s i tes .  The  bu i lde r  se t  to  work  on  the  most  l i ke l y

s i te  and  he   to i l ed  hard  a l l  day  l ong  but  by  n ight fa l l  the  house  was

unf in i shed…
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t h e  d owry  o f  m a ry
 

THE  HISTORY  PART  1  

With  thanks  to  the  l a te  Stephen  Nemethy ,  whose  art  i s  featured  and  to  Shei la  Walsh  who  has  kindly  made  ava i lab le  his

co l lect ion  of  unique  i l lust rat ions .  Used  with  permiss ion  f rom  the  Cathol ic  Nat iona l  Shr ine  of  Our  Lady .



 
Riche ld i s  spent  the  n ight  i n  praye r

p lead ing  with  Our  Lady  to  he lp !

 

As  the  morn ing  was  break ing ,

Riche ld i s  and  the  bu i lde r  ar r i ved  on

s i te  on ly  to  f ind  that  the  unf in i shed

wooden  house  was  f in i shed !  And

what ’ s  more ,  i t  had  been  moved  qu i te

a  f ew  meters  fu r ther  away  f rom  the

two  wel l s ! !  Wel l  wel l !

 

Riche ld i s ,  de l ighted  i n  the  wonders  of

God ’ s  hand iwork  proceeded  to  g ive

the  bu i lde r  the  res t  of  the  day  of f .

And  of f  he  went  to  spread  the  news

fa r  and  wide .  As  fo r  Riche ld i s ,  wel l

who  cou ld  even  beg in  to  desc r ibe  the

res t  of  her  day !

 

Soon ,  cur ious  peop le  a long  with

se r ious  pi lg r ims  blazed  a  t ra i l  to

Wal s ingham  f rom  the  fou r  corner s  of

Eng land  and  th roughout  Chr i s tendom .

Wals ingham  soon  became  known  as

Eng land ’ s  Nazare th .

 

Wals ingham  i s  Eng land ’ s  Nazare th

because  Our  Lady  asked  Riche ld i s  to

bu i ld  a  Holy  House  i n  honour  of  the

f i r s t  of  her  JOYS  –  the  Annunc ia t ion  –

that  she  would  become  the  Mother  of

God ’ s  Son .

 

As  Mary  sa id  YES  to  God ,  so  are  we

ca l led  to  do  the  wi l l  of  God  i n  our

l i ves .  Let  us  pray  with  Mary  –  Let  i t  be

done  to  me  accord ing  to  God ’ s  Word .

Amen
 

 

15

t h e  d owry  o f  m a ry
 

THE  HISTORY  PART  2

Poster by Andy Lewis

created for schools



t h e  h o ly  h o u s e
 

 

As  a  spec ia l  grace  for  Our  Lady ’s  Dowry  Tour ,  a  ‘Ho ly  House ’  i s  bu i l t  i n

each  Cathedra l  i n  which  Our  Lady  and  her  Div ine  Chi ld  are  honoured  l i ke

they  were  i n  Wals ingham  of  o ld .  There  i s  someth ing  about  the  s impl ic i t y  of

th i s  Holy  House  which  draws  peop le  i n to  deep  praye r .

Jus t  to  knee l  befo re  the  Blessed  Mother  and  her  be loved  Son ,  Jesus ,  i s  to

exper ience  the i r  peace ,  he lp  and  conso la t ion . I t  i s  a  great  pr i v i l ege  to  have

the  s ta tue  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  f rom  the  S l ipper  Chape l .  For  th i s  s ta tue

i s  the  most  miracu lous  and  renowned  i n  the  whole  of  Eng land .

 

1 .  Spend  some  t ime  here  pray ing  fo r  a l l  your  needs ,

fo r  your  f ami l y ,  fo r  our  count ry  and  fo r  a l l  the  nat ions  of  the  wor ld .

2 .  Wri te  a  pet i t ion  (a  spec ia l  shor t  l e t te r )  te l l ing  Jesus  and  Our  Blessed

Mother  your  spec ia l  needs  and  reques t s  and  place  them  i n  the  Pet i t ion  Box

next  to  her  sh r ine  i n  the  Holy  House .

3 .  Spend  a  t ime  i n  s i l ence  gaz ing  at  Jesus  and  Mary  and  ask  them  to  f i l l  your

mind  and  hear t  with  peace .

4 .  Our  Blessed  Mother ,  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham ,  has  come  to  v i s i t  you

persona l l y  and  to  draw  you  c lose r  to  Jesus .  Wi l l  you  g ive  her  your  YES…  so

that  she  might  keep  you  c lose  to  Jesus  a l l  your  l i f e ?

5 .  Thank  Jesus  and  Mary  and  fo r  a l l  the  good  th ings  i n  your  l i f e  and  name

them  i n  the  s i l ence  of  your  hear t .

6 .  End  by  pray ing  an  Our  Father ,  Hai l  Mary  and  a  Glory  Be .

7 .  Might  you  compose  a  shor t  play  to  act  out  the  s to ry  of  Wals ingham ?

8 .  When  you  go  home ,  share  the  s to ry  with  your  f ami l y  and  i nv i te  them  to

take  you  on  a  pi lg r image  to  Wals ingham .  Colour  i n  and  make  beaut i fu l  the

p ic tu res  which  te l l  the  s to ry .
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With  thanks  to  the  l a te  Stephen  Nemethy ,  whose  art  i s  featured  and  to  Shei la  Walsh  who  has  kindly  made  ava i lab le  his

co l lect ion  of  unique  i l lust rat ions .  Used  with  permiss ion  f rom  the  Cathol ic  Nat iona l  Shr ine  of  Our  Lady .



Ask  Our  Lady  to  i n te rcede  fo r  you  and  other s  each  day  by  say ing  ‘Our  Lady  of

Wal s ingham…  Pray  fo r  us ’ .  F ind  out  other  t i t l e s  of  Our  Lady  a l so  ( such  as  Our

Lady ,  Seat  of  Wisdom…  Mother  of  Sor rows . . .  … )

Say  the  ‘Hai l  Mary ’  s lowly  together ,  th ink ing  of  each  word /phrase  and  Mary ’ s

‘yes ’ .  Ref lec t ing  on  how  you  too  can  re spond  to  God ’ s  ca l l  each  day  and  he lp

to  l ead  other s  to  Chr i s t  as  she  does ,  espec ia l l y  those  i n  need .  

V i s i t  a  qu ie t  place  i n  your  home  or  schoo l .  Ta lk  to  Mary  i n  your  hear t ,  te l l ing

her  about  your  day ,  your  hopes  and  dreams ,  and  your  di f f i cu l t i e s .

Learn  a  Mar ian  hymn ,  compose  a  song  (or  wr i te  another  ve r se  of  a  wel l -known

hymn )  based  on  the  Annunc ia t ion ,  Mary  or  the  Re -ded icat ion .  S ing  th i s  as

par t  of  your  Act  of  Worsh ip  ( ‘S ing ing  i s  pray ing  tw ice ’ ) .

Lead  other s  i n  say ing  the  Rosary  (espec ia l l y  the  Joy fu l  and  Sor rowfu l

mys te r ie s )  and  i nv i te  other s  to  be  l i ke  Our  Lady  and  to  ‘ponder  and  t reasure ’

the  myste ry  of  her  Son ’ s  l i f e .

Pray  fo r  the  l aw -makers  i n  the  count ry  and  a l l  the  po l i t i ca l  l eaders  i n  the  UK

(espec ia l l y  on  18 th  March  when  the  s ta tue  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  wi l l  go

to  Par l i ament  fo r  Mass  and  the  Rosary ) .

Lead  an  Act  of  Worsh ip  based  on  Mary  and  

Lead  other s  i n  say ing  ‘The  Act  of  Ent rus tment  

Wri te  your  own  praye r s / l i tu rgy  ask ing  fo r  

 Choose  a  piece  of  Scr ip tu re  f rom  Mary ' s  l i f e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

the  Annunc ia t ion  to  ce lebra te  the  f eas t  day  

on  25th  March  (exact l y  n ine  months  befo re  

Chr i s tmas  day ) .

 

of  Eng land  to  the  V i rg in  Mary ’  around  the  

29th  March .  Al te rnat i ve l y  wr i te  your  own  Act  of  

Ent rus tment  as  a  c las s /group / schoo l )    

 

Our  Lady ’ s  he lp  fo r  th i s  count ry  and  fo r  a l l  of  

i t s  peop le  ( i nc lud ing  the  homeless ,  those  i n  

pr i son ,  re fugees . . . )

 

and  re f l ec t  on  i t .  Pray  fo r  her  he lp  i n  your  

own  l i f e . .

17

p r aye r  a n d  wo r s h i p
10  SIMPLE  AND  EFFECTIVE  IDEAS  FOR  PUPIL -LED

PRAYER  AND  WORSHIP
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a  hym n  f o r  

O u r  l a dy  o f  wa l s i n g h a m
 

With  thanks  to  the  l a te  Stephen  Nemethy ,  whose  art  i s  featured  and  to  Shei la  Walsh  who  has  kindly  made  ava i lab le  his

co l lect ion  of  unique  i l lust rat ions .  Used  with  permiss ion  f rom  the  Cathol ic  Nat iona l  Shr ine  of  Our  Lady .

 

Dear  Mother
 

1 .        Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  

hear  us  we  pray

We  ente r  your  Holy  House  

to  meet  you  today .

Ave  Ave  Ave  Mar ia…

 

2 .            Your  ch i ld ren  dear  Mother  

have  come  here  to  pray

We  l ove  you  dear  Mother  

and  want  you  to  s tay .

 

3 .            You  smi le  on  your  ch i ld ren  

and  f i l l  us  with  l ove

You  are  our  dear  Mother  

f rom  Heaven  above .

 

4 .            You  promised  to  he lp  us  

i n  a l l  our  great  needs ,

We  br ing  you  our  t roub les  

our  tea r s  and  our  woes .

 

5 .       We  g ive  you  our  hear t s  

and  our  homes  and  our  l ove ,

Please  take  them  to  Jesus  

and  Joseph  with  l ove .

 

6 .            Oh  bless  us ,  dear  l ady  

with  bless ings  f rom  Heaven

And  to  our  pet i t ions ,  

l e t  answer  be  g iven .

 

 

 



Vis i t  a  (Mar ian)  shr ine  or  s tatue  in  a  loca l  church  or  cathedra l .  Take  a
photo  of  i t  and  labe l  i t .  F ind  out  about  the  h is tory/s ign i f icance  of  the
shr ine/statue .  Ask  a  member  o f  the  c lergy/chapla in  to  he lp .

Take  a  walk  around your  loca l  church  to  look  for  d i f ferent  (Mar ian)
ar twork  and symbols .  Ask  a  member  o f  the  c lergy  or  chapla in  to
expla in  what  they  mean.  Draw your  favour i te  one  or  des ign  your  own.

Inv i te  a  member  o f  the  loca l  c lergy/Re l ig ious  into  your  school  or  c lass
for  a  spec ia l  prayer  serv ice  or  assembly  based  on  the  Re-dedicat ion  or
Angelus .    

Inv i te  parents  and  par ish ioners  into  the  school  to  pray  together  as  a
community  ( the  Angelus ,  The  Act  o f  Entrustment ,  the  Rosary ,  Mass  on
the  feast  o f  the  Annunciat ion) .  You  could   c reate  an  inv i tat ion/advert
for  them.

Vis i t  Westminster  Cathedra l  to  take  part  in  the  Dowry  Tour  P i lgr image .
Dur ing  the  v is i t ,  you  can  v is i t  the  ‘Ho ly  House ’  and  see  Our  Lady  of
Wals ingham shr ine .  See  p10  for  other  spec ia l  dates  too .  I f  you  cannot
attend on  these  dates ,  v i s i t  a t  a  d i f ferent  t ime with  your  fami ly .  

F ind  out  i f  your  loca l  church  i s  host ing  an  event  for  the  Re-dedicat ion
and ask  a  fami ly  member  or  par ish ioner  how you  can  get  invo lved .

Inv i te  your  loca l  c lergy/Re l ig ious  into  your  school /c lass  to  ta lk  more
about  the i r  ro le  in  the  church  and  how Our  Lady  he lps  them in  the i r
min is t ry .  You  could  prepare  some quest ions  for  them beforehand. -

Research  the  journey  of  the  Dowry  p i lgr image which  has  v is i ted  a l l
Catho l ic  Cathedra ls  in  England .  F ind  out  more  about  one  of  them.

'Pay  a  v i s i t '  to  your  loca l  church  or  v i s i t  one  you  haven ' t  been  to
before .  L ight  a  candle  or  say  a  prayer ,  ask ing  for  Mary ' s  he lp  to  say
'yes '  to  God .

 Before  go ing  to  s leep  at  n ight ,  remember  your  loca l  c lergy/  Re l ig ious
as  wel l  as  the  re l ig ious  leaders  o f  the  Church .  Pray  for  them and our
Church .

  



 Research  Mar ian  shr ines  and  se lec t  your  f avour i te  ( see  use fu l  l i nks )  Exp la in  why .

 Wri te  a  Mar ian  poem  ( such  as  a  Haiku  or  a  kenn ing ) .         

 Create  a  2 /3 -D  piece  of  ar twork  based  on  the   Re -ded icat ion /Dowry  of  Mary .

 Des ign  a  Mar ian  shr ine  fo r  the  schoo l .  Inc lude  a  quie t  area  fo r  prayer .

 Create  a  s imple  book ( l e t )  fo r  the  younger  pupi l s  to  exp la in  the  s to ry  of  Our  Lady

o f  Wals ingham  and  the  Holy  House .

 Create  a  game  or  quiz  based  on  Our  Lady .

 Research  the  hi s to ry  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  and  create  a  pic tu re  book  or

ca r toon  s t r ip  to  i l l u s t ra te  th i s .

 Create  a  l i tu rg ica l  dance  based  on  a  Mar ian  song /hymn .

 Vi s i t  the  Lady  Chape l  or  the  shr ine  of  Our  Lady  of  Wals ingham  at  Westmins te r

Cathedra l  as  a  f ami l y  and  take  a  photo /make  an  i l l u s t ra t ion  of  your  f avour i te  par t .

.   Wri te  a  cont r ibut ion  fo r  the  schoo l  news le t te r  to  exp la in  to  parents /governors

what  the  schoo l  i s  do ing /has  done  fo r  the  Re -ded icat ion  and  the  impact  th i s  has

had  on  the  schoo l  or  i nd i v idua l s .

 Create  a  Dowry  of  Mary  co l lage  or  memory  book .

  L i s ten  to  the  song  'Mary  did  you  know . . . '  by  Michae l  Eng l i sh  and  wr i te  your  own

song  with  ques t ions  you  would  l i ke  to  ask  Mary .

  Make  a  f l ower  fo r  Mary .  On  each  peta l  wr i te  how  you  can  be  l i ke  her  th i s  week

by  say ing  'yes '  to  God  and  do ing  what  i s  good ,  k ind  and  l ov ing .

  F ind  our  about  Mary  i n  the  Bib le ,  espec ia l l y  her  j oy s  and  so r rows .  Create  a

bookmark  us ing  your  f avour i te  ve r se .

  Wri te  a  l e t te r  to  Mary  as  you  would  do  to  your  mother  or  best  f r i end .  Then  wr i te

one  back  to  yourse l f  f rom  Mary .  What  do  you  th ink  she  would  say  to  you ?

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

10 .

1 1 .

12 .

1 3 .

14 .

15 .
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c r e a t i v e  h o m e -s c h o o l  l i n k s
15  CREATIVE  IDEAS  FOR  LESSONS  OR  HOMEWORK  TASKS
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EVENT  IN  WESTMINSTER

CATHEDRAL  ESTIMATED  T IME

d owry  p i l g r i m a g e  -  20/03/20

 

MASS  (OPTIONAL )
12 :30PM-1 :05PM 

 

TALK  ON  THE  DOWRY  OF

MARY /RE -DEDICATION 1 :05PM-1 :30PM

 

T IME  TO  VIS IT  THE  HOLY  HOUSE ,

PRAY  AND  QUIZ 1 :30PM-3 :30PM

Schools  are  inv i ted  to  come  for  as  much  or  as

l i t t le  t ime  as  they  would  l ike  in  the  af ternoon

anyt ime  between  12 :30 -3 :30pm .   Al l  are  welcome .  



 

 

 

Visit  the  website

for :
 

-  The  Angelus  Promise

-  The  Act  of  Entrustment

-  Timeline  of  events

-  Details  of  how  to  take  part

-  Paintings  and  images  

-  Videos ,  Blogs ,   Twitter  Feeds

-  History  of  Walsingham

-  Details  of  national  shrines  

-  Press  articles

-  . . .  and  lots  more !

 

https://www.behold2020.com/
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o f f i c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  -  b e h o l d



u s e f u l  l i n k s
WEBSITE  AND  BRIEF  DESCRIPT ION

 

 

THE DOWRY OF MARY AND THE RE-DEDICATION
For the official Re-dedication website

https://www.behold2020.com/

Useful information a including  Dowry Tour booklet, maps, shrines and history

as well as the letter of consecration of England to Our Lady

http://dowrytour.org.uk/dowryofmary/

 

 

 

MARY AND SCRIPTURE
For the Catholicism Unpacked Q and A document and accompanying PowerPoint

https://education.rcdow.org.uk/re-catholic-life/catholic-life/

For LOTS of Scripture on Mary and Information about this

https://udayton.edu/imri/mary/s/scripture-on-the-life-of-mary.php

For Scripture passages including Mary

http://www.awakentoprayer.org/bible_passages_on_mary.htm

 

 

 

THE ANGELUS
The Angelus Prayer for children – practical support for teaching and use

https://www.thereligionteacher.com/angelus-prayer-for-children/

A mini-book on the Angelus with the prayer, glossary, history and prayerful activity

https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2013/09/angelus-mini-book.html

Support for teachers on the Angelus and activities

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=640

For a beautiful and simple child and printer-friendly version of the Angelus and links to

other Marian prayers and Act of Consecration to Our Lady

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-

prayers/prayers-honoring-mary/the-angelus-prayer

For the Angelus and other Marian prayer

https://teachingcatholickids.com/catholic-prayers/

For a history and artwork for reflection on the Angelus

http://www.catholicdigest.com/faith/prayer/praying-the-angelus
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