Wednesday
‘The Lord will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord.’ (Isaiah 51:3)
Make do and mend
Though our dreams lie in ruin around us,
and fear is the favoured trend,
though events continue to confound us
we will make do, and mend.
Though our hearts are weary and bruised,
and disappointment seems our only friend,
though justice is discarded and power abused
we will make do, and mend.
Because the Earth bears the wounds of greed –
the desire to acquire and build and spend,
because creation cries out in need
we will make do, and mend.
Even if our hopes are entombed by the night
we will stand firm until the end,
and even as we wait for the coming of the light
we will make do, and mend.
Gideon Heugh
(Tearfund)


Thursday
‘Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.’ (James 1:27)
A Muslim once said to me, ‘If everyone would stick to the Bible, we would live in a far better world.’ His comments were telling. It’s an example of how our society today is looking for authentic Christianity. People are looking for those who not only carry the name, but whose lives reflect the life of Jesus.
We need to remember that we’ve been called to speak the gospel, live the gospel and show the gospel. To be faithful in consistent service to the orphan, weak, poor and vulnerable. The gospel is holistic – and it’s not about us. It’s about Jesus, and doing exactly what he would do. And he came to serve.
The creator of the universe came to seek relationship with us. He wants to include us in his work. It humbles me to think that the God of the universe is willing to include me in his plans, and that I can serve him as I reach out to the marginalised in our society. Will you?
Father in heaven,
I pray that in you we would find a good shepherd that leads us to still waters. And that we would discover the God of relationship and intimacy: the one who loves us with an everlasting love regardless of our condition. Amen.
Rev Les Isaac, OBE
Les is the founder and CEO of Ascension Trust, and pioneered the Street Pastors movement.
(Tearfund)

Friday
‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.’ (2 Corinthians 4:8-9)
Scripture tells us that our faith can move mountains. So what do we do when the mountains do not move? What do we do when healing doesn’t come? When the disaster is not averted? When people we’ve spent our lives praying for never find God?
What do we do when a virus turns the whole world upside down?
The brokenness of life cannot be ignored. And God didn’t ignore it – he became part of it. Jesus knew all about grief and pain: he was rejected by his home community, betrayed by one of his friends, and faced an unimaginably terrifying death. He prayed for God to take that suffering away from him.
Yet he also accepted it. He never deflected his pain onto other people or wallowed in victimhood. In the midst of his greatest pain, he reached out to the criminal being crucified next to him (Luke 23:40-43). How could he do this? Because he knew that after brokenness comes resurrection.
There will be mountains in our lives that do not move. But we can take heart from the fact that, one day, out of the pain, something brand new may come to life.
Dear God,
Give us the strength to deal with brokenness in a healthy way; give us the patience to hold fast while we wait for moments of resurrection. Help us to not return the pain that we are dealt, but transform us into instruments of greater love. Amen.
Gideon Heugh (Tearfund)
Saturday
 ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.’ (John 1:5)
Hope
Night You don't need to create
your own hope –
the sky is full of it.
Wake up early one day
(I dare you)
and watch the sun rise,
watch how it encourages the Earth
to become itself, only more so,
watch how it allows all things
even the sad beings
to be colourful, and beautiful,
then listen,
listen as it says
quietly, but undoubtedly,
'We begin again.'
Gideon Heugh 
(Tearfund)


Sunday
‘Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!’ (Luke 1:45)
The following is the Magnificat – the song of worship that Mary sang after being told of God’s plan for her. It can be found at the end of the first chapter of Luke’s gospel. Read it now as a declaration of hope and worship upon your own life – whatever circumstances you find yourself in.
My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me –
holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants for ever,
just as he promised our ancestors.
Amen.


Monday
‘But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved.’ (Ephesians 2:4-5)
I think we imagine that one of the hardest things for us to understand is that God was made man, or that God is three persons in one in the Trinity, but I don’t think it’s that. I think the hardest thing for us to believe is how much God loves us just as we are.
Paul seems to have had a deep insight into the love of God in Christ, and he writes about it all the time. Love that is poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit so that we know deep down that we are children of God. We know God is merciful because he loves us even when we’re deep in sin and rebellion; he is rich in love and mercy and makes us come alive.
This is grace – love that reaches down to where we are to forgive us, pick us up, and restore us in the depths of our beings.
Dearest Lord,
Thank you for your grace. Reveal to us today the tenderness and the depths of your mercy – the mercy that reaches down to me wherever I am, whatever I’ve done, and however I’m feeling. Amen.
Lucy Peppiatt
Lucy is the Principal of Westminster Theological Centre and the author of ‘Rediscovering Scripture's Vision for Women’.
(Tearfund)


Tuesday
‘But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.’ (Isaiah 40:31)
I love this verse. It has been such an encouragement to me in challenging seasons of life. I love its imagery and the invitation to set our gaze back on God.
As we look around at our world right now, there is so much that can cause our hearts to be overwhelmed with sorrow. The word ‘hope’ in this verse is 'qavah' in Hebrew. It means to expect and to eagerly long for. This waiting on the Lord isn't a passive waiting, it's active and full of faith that God can move.
There is a brilliant African proverb that says, ‘It is not wise to accept the offer of a shirt from a naked man’. In other words, if something is so good, the person offering it to you should be using it too.
This Psalm is an invitation from a man who knew hardship and difficulty, but he also knew what it meant to run to and wait on the Lord. So no matter the situation, let's take this invitation to eagerly and expectantly look to him.
Father,
We come to you honestly with all that is difficult, broken and hard in the world around us. May it not drive us away from you but towards you. We look eagerly towards you to move, to heal our land and to restore. Amen. 
Dr Lisa Adjei
Lisa is Project Manager of The Justice Conference UK.
(Tearfund)


Wednesday
‘And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.’ (Genesis 1:3)
God of radiance, source of all light:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let there be light in my eyes,
so I can see the truth more clearly;
Let there be light in my mind,
so I can know your goodness more closely;
Let there be light in my heart,
so I can love this world more fiercely;
Let there be light in my body,
so I can experience your creation more fully;
Let there be light in my soul,
so I can follow your path more freely;
Let there be light in my community,
so we can accept each other more openly;
Let there be light in the church,
so we can do your will more obediently;
Let there be light in my country,
so we can live more peacefully;
Let there be light in the world,
so all can have life more abundantly.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Gideon Heugh
(Tearfund)


