


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: C:\Users\tmjaunaii\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\78B147AD.tmp]                                              at The Good Shepherd






‘A great cultural, spiritual and educational challenge
stands before us, and it will demand that we set out on
the long path of renewal.’
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’


As with many children the topic of caring for our ‘common home’ is high on the agenda of the pupils at The Good Shepherd.  This is the generation who recognise the damage that has been done in the world. 
In response to Pope Francis’ Encyclical letter, we launched our Laudato Si’ initiative in 2015/2016 with a letter ‘written’ to the pupils of The Good Shepherd, from Pope Francis. In his letter, Pope Francis asked our children the following questions;
· Will you play your part to look after our common home? 
· Can you take simple everyday eco-actions to care for the earth, like turning off lights, reducing water waste and recycling? 
· And will you live more simply, reducing the amount of things we buy and throw away, so that we don’t take more than our fair share?

Their response was outstanding. The children embraced what was being asked of them. During our first focus week on ‘Laudato Si Week’ in 2016, the children changed the habits of the school community and their families. We used the following animation from CAFOD to help the children, in particular the younger children, to understand the message of Laudato Si’.
Animation from CAFOD - Laudato Si'

The children took this call to action very seriously, parents joked with us that they were timed when having showers so as not to waste water, they were not allowed to make purchases of their usual brand where a Fairtrade option was available; the power of children is amazing. 

Since our first Laudato Si week we have consciously embedded the principles of caring for our common home into all that we do. The children have a great understanding that their actions here in Shepherd’s Bush have an impact on the lives of their brothers and sisters in other places in the world.  We have a designated member of the Senior Leadership team appointed as the Laudato Si’ coordinator.

At The Good Shepherd the celebration of a ‘Laudato Si’ week’ has become an annual event.  Each year we take a different theme from the encyclical to focus on.  Having time, within a busy curriculum, to follow this theme give us the opportunity to support our pupils in directly connecting to the theology behind the action.

We want our children to understand that God created the earth, that this was the first incarnation of God. That God reveals himself through creation. Our intention is for the children to know, feel and believe that God reveals himself through all things, including them. We want each child to ‘touch’, to experience, the depth of consciousness within themselves and all living things.  We want them to recognise the interconnectedness of all living things and know that it is the presence of God that binds all things together. We want them to know that God comes to us in the guise of all aspects of creation and God is experienced in all our human experiences.

Not wanting to miss a teaching opportunity, we take the theology of creation in Laudato Si’ and use this as a launching pad to teach the children, in particular Years 5 and 6, how God and Science are completely compatible. 

Children in Year 5 & 6 were visited by Fr. Andrew Pinsent, Research Director of the Ian Ramsey Centre for Science and Religion at the Faculty of Theology and Religion, University of Oxford. 
Formerly a particle physicist on the DELPHI experiment at CERN, Dr Pinsent has degrees in philosophy and theology and a second doctorate in philosophy. Fr. Andrew delivered a questions and answers session on God, creation and The Bing Bang Theory. He spoke to the children about how science compliments their faith.

Part of your plan – Stephen Fischbacher – 
https://open.spotify.com/track/7y7hzsSvFC3499HepwA8T6?si=E3gi8TidSJ60c4l8ArDJ1A

We developed a manifesto for our school to aspire to achieve:

Think Global, Act Locally- Refuse, Reduce, Recycle

What can we do to respond to Pope Francis’ call to ‘care for Our Common Home?’

Rationale: We asked ourselves, ‘what are we actually doing as a school community to act on the rising concern among our children about the environmental dangers of single-use plastic emerging in our world?’ We need to show them that actions speak louder than words and that, if we put our minds to it, we can make a difference by reducing our use of plastic wherever we can.

As a school we pledged to: 

· Remove single use plastic water bottles from our school.
· Stop covering our exercise books in sticky back plastic.
· Stop giving out birthday sweets which are wrapped in single use plastic. 


You can see the rest of our manifesto here:

The Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School Laudato Si' Manifesto.

We have achieved all of our pledges!


Every year our children inspire us with their response to Pope Francis calling…….

In 2016/17 a nursery child was inspired to write a letter to Pope Francis sharing what he had been doing in response to Laudato Si. His parents posted his letter and he received a wonderful response back from the Vatican, which we have been able to display in our school, as a direct reminder that the message contained in ‘Laudato Si’ is speaking to all of us. That the small things all add up to have a big impact. 

Another pupil in Year 2 wanted to really make a difference and change what she could see happening with products used daily by the adults around her. She wrote to Ella’s Kitchen about their use of single use plastic packaging and wasn’t put off by their initial response. She wrote many times until she had brought about change within that company. As a result of her action Ella’s Kitchen now have collection points for their packaging in our local area for parents and families to leave their used pouches. We were delighted when they agreed to also came into school to work with the Year 2 class and talk to them about their corporate responsibility and how they are striving to change the impact that their products have on the world. They shared information about how products were being made out of their packaging and provided each child with a pencil case! 

Before they leave our school every pupil will have visited the Western Riverside Waste Authority. At the Education Centre pupils see recycling in action.  They explore the history of waste and learn about the energy wasted by throwing away items rather than recycling them. They see rubbish lorries tipping their loads, and get up close to our container cranes loading rubbish onto barges on the Thames.  Pupils are then provided with practical information on which materials can be recycled and see how this happens.  They will learn the importance of the 3Rs – Reduce, Reuse and Recycle – and find out what they can do to put them into practice. Skills and knowledge for life. 

You can find more information here:
Western Riverside Waste Authority.


The Good Shepherd School Parliament 
We have been members of the Mini Vinnies for a long time and we have enhanced the work of our school council and Mini Vinnies this year. 
Each year our children have come to us with fantastic ideas and themes to follow.
 At the start of this academic year, we launched our new School Parliament, comprised of four departments:
· Department for Peace and Justice
· Department for the Environment
· Department for Learning, Culture and the Arts
· Department for Health and Wellbeing

The Parliament gives the children the time and space to actively have a voice within the planning of the school and, in the words of Gandhi, ‘to be the change that they want to see in the world.’ 




Key Changes…
Some key changes have taken place in our school as a direct result of the teaching and learning that has happened in Laudato Si weeks at The Good Shepherd:

1. We do not use plastic bottles of water on school trips – we take washable re-usable cups and a reusable bottle which can be refilled and shared out.
2. We do not use single use wrapped products in our school lunches – yoghurt pots, cream cracker packets or biscuits on school trips.
3. We do not give out birthday sweets wrapped in single use plastic instead we wear our own clothes to school on our birthdays!
4. We have signs on all our light switches reminding everyone to turn them off if we are not using them.
5. We compost all our fruit snacks rubbish and then use the compost in our Early Years garden to grow more fruit and vegetables.
6. Our school lunch menus is ‘Meat Free’ three days a week.
7. We do not take coaches to our swimming lessons – we walk instead to reduce our carbon footprint.
8. We recycle pens and batteries in our school as well as all the recycling that is available from the council.
9. Inspired by Pope Francis’ cry of the poor in Laudato Si’, we pray for our brothers and sisters around the world and support them through our work with Mary’s Meals. The 
Mary's meals - get involved
Mary's Meals - The Guardian Newspaper
10. We have designed and built a Laudato Si’ Prayer Garden which provides a peaceful space to meditate, pray or simply be still and experience the beauty of God’s world in the middle of a busy city. This captures the spirit of the encyclical.

Laudato Si’ Prayer Garden
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A statue of Mary dominates the garden, but in a very graceful way, she stands at head height to the children, gazing gently down upon them. The children absolutely love this space. They use it during their playtimes and class teachers use it for collective worship. The garden has a number of fruits planted in it, and the children will be planting vegetables and herbs, which they will use in their cookery lessons throughout the years.
                 
There are so many more ways in which Laudato Si has had an impact on our lives at The Good Shepherd, it has inspired us to be creative, to write poetry, paint, draw and collage and talk with each other and share our ideas as a community.

Our Laudato Si week this year has been postponed due to Coronavirus but we have all the plans on hold ready for when we can be a community together again. We are looking forward to thanking God together as a school. Our recently appointed school parliament will have many ideas and they will continue to drive the change we need to see in the world.  Some of our Year 6 children have taken to poetry to express their views of the benefit of the lock down on the world; these have been inspired by Laudato Si.

Stay Positive- Evi Year 6 The Good Shepherd School
I know quarantine is such a bore
Not seeing your friends and much more
When you are blue because of lockdown
Think of the good things appearing around

Thick blankets of pollution are retreating the sky
But why is the question, why oh why?
Because we are using less planes, trains and cars
So when we look up at night we’ll see all the stars

There are other things that make you go wow
Like how dolphins have returned to the Venice canals
The lack of boats have given back their home
Given them the chance to be free and to roam

During lockdown you can learn a new skill
It could be bad or it could be brill
You can do many things to keep in touch
Facetime and zoom calls, such and such

Stay at home and lives you’ll save
A new path is what you’ll pave
Although this pandemic may seem like disaster
Bad things like these have a happy ever after
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