	RED Objectives (if applicable)

	Lesson outline

Introducing the Catholic Social Teaching Principle Preferential Option for the Poor
	Main Activity
	Key Questions
	Learning Plenary

	Starter (Slides 2-3)
Discussion: Follow the directions in the PowerPoint’s notes for the Fair Share Game activity.
This is how the money in the UK is shared out – how does that make you feel? Do you think this is fair? How would you feel if you had to share one note with four other people?
Gather responses from the children and break the topic open.
Main Teach (Slides 4-16)
Walk through the slides in the PowerPoint.
Reminder of six CST principles. Today’s focus will be Preferential Option for the Poor.

Discussion: What might the word ‘preferential’ mean? What might it mean to give someone the ‘preferential option’?
The ‘preferential option’ means allowing someone to have the first choice. It means giving someone the best that is available; not just the scraps or leftovers. 

Discussion: Why is it important to give those in need the preferential option?
In the Gospels, Jesus shows a preferential option for the poor by putting them first. He gives them special importance by thinking of their needs and helping them have their rightful place in the world. 
As Christians, we believe that those in need deserve the best.

This is because of everyone’s inherent dignity.

It is important that we advocate for those in need by listening to what they have to say and speaking up for them.

Read through the bible passages on slides 10-12. Discuss the children’s understanding of each and what they mean.
Discussion: Why are we called to advocate for those in need?

Caritas Westminster runs an Advent Giving Calendar every year to help people collect for their local food banks and homeless shelters.

Discussion: How does the Advent Giving Calendar show a ‘preferential option for the poor’?
Video Suggestion
CAFOD: Option for the Poor https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKT5iLOU4ek  

	WT
Write a piece that could be included in your school’s newsletter to encourage people to collect things for charity over Advent.

Use the sentence starters to help you

Think about including:
· A list of suggestions (similar to the Caritas Advent Giving Calendar)
· What the Bible tells us about giving to those in need 
· How this would offer a preferential option for the poor
WA

Write a piece that could be included in your school’s newsletter to encourage people to collect things for charity over Advent.

Think about including:
· A list of suggestions (similar to the Caritas Advent Giving Calendar)
· What the Bible tells us about giving to those in need 
· How this would offer a preferential option for the poor
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Write a piece that could be included in your school’s newsletter to encourage people to collect things for charity over Advent.

Think about including:
· A list of suggestions (similar to the Caritas Advent Giving Calendar)
· What the Bible tells us about giving to those in need 
· How this would offer a preferential option for the poor

	What might the word ‘preferential’ mean? 

What might it mean to give someone the ‘preferential option’?
Why are we called to advocate for those in need?
How does the Advent Giving Calendar show a ‘preferential option for the poor’?
	‘If anyone is well off in worldly possessions and sees their sister or brother in need but closes their heart to them, how can the love of God be remaining in them?’ (1 John 3.17-18)
Explain what you think is meant by this.
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